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The Place des Terraux. Lighting design by Laurent Fauchard. The
facade of the town hall is lit by white sodium Thorn TL projectors
whilst lighting from the square itself comes from Iwasaki white
sodium lamps and Philips Arena floodlights
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lyon: ville lumiere

Alter the

aunch of anew lignting plan for Lyon, Vincent Laganier (00ks

how the city’s lighting strategy has deve

=

back on oped and considers the

current lighting projects. ..

Located at the confluence of the
Rhéne and the Saéne, Lyon —
known as ‘la brumeuse’ for its
foggy climate — introduced a
lighting plan in 1989. For Henry
Chabert, the then deputy mayor
in charge of town planning and
public spaces, “the lighting plan
forms part of a general strategy
to enhance the urban environ-
ment and improve life in the
city. For the city’s inhabitants, it
reinforces their sense of belong-
ing”.

The lighting plan shows off the
city, its heritage, its topography
and its historic thoroughfares to
their best advantage. Building
fagades on the main avenues of
the city centre are edge-lit from
the first storey upwards. This

‘Lyonnais’ approach is thanks to
Alain Guilhot and Michel Bouit,
who were also involved in the
lighting plan from the very start.
This indirect form of lighting
produces a diffuse, luminescent
ambience which gives pedestri-
ans a feeling of security.
Bridges, walkways and impor-
tant sites are illuminated by a
combination of beams shining
in different directions. The city
has utilised the expertise of
many lighting designers, most of
them based in the Rhéne-Alpes
region. The illuminations were
inaugurated on the occasion of
the traditional ‘Féte de la
Lumiére’, or Festival of Lights,
which takes place on the 8th of
December each year.

Public lighting has not been for-
gotten. Jean-Michel Wilmotte
and Louis Clair have designed
three simple, contemporary
styles of lamp post. This furni-
ture is used both in the city cen-
tre and on the outskirts, for the
sake of coherence. Another
original and imaginative range
by Jourda / Perraudin is
installed in particular locations,
such as the square of Lyon's
‘Cité Internationale’.
Exporting its lighting
expertise

Since 1995, Lyon has exported
its expertise by lighting the
Hermitage Winter Palace in St.
Petersburg, Russia. Two years
later, it lit the Castillo del Morro
in Havana, Cuba, and in 1998

the Ho Chi Minh City Museum
in Vietnam. These three projects
were the work of Lyonnais light-
ing designers and the share-
holders of the Lighting Plan,
Electricité de France (EDF) and
Le Mat’ Electrique (part of the
Sonepar group).

Today, over 150 noteworthy sites
in Lyon are lit under the man-
agement of Antoine Bouchet.
Year after year, Lyon has suc-
ceeded in changing its image
and developing its nightlife.
Light has become a real ele-
ment in its tourism activities.
7.62 million euros were invested
between 1989 and 1998,
equivalent to 2.06 euros per
inhabitant per year. The operat-
ing budget amounts to 0.61
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(above left) the Palais de la Bourse. Lighting design by Alain Guilhot. Featuring lighting by Agabekov.
(above right) a simulation of the lighting plan for the Part-Dieu area of Lyon
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(above left) the Auditorium Maurice Ravel. Lighting Design by Michel Peroni. Lighting by

pic: city of lyon

e

Thorn, Philips, Claude, We-ef, BLV,

Interlux and Dynalite (above right) The Saint-Jean a la Part-Dieu vue de Fourviéere

® million euros, of which electricity
consumption accounts for half.
When, in 1999, the city estab-
lished a four-day Festival of
Light, two area lighting plans
were initiated: in Part-Dieu in
the city centre (by Laurent
Fachard, Les Eclairagistes
Associés) and La Duchére, locat-
ed on Lyon's ‘third hill’ (by
Philippe Hutinet). In Part Dieu,
the dramatic night-time display
reveals the city’s architecture
through colour, and uses blue to

light the roadways.

The new lighting plan for
Lyon

In 2003 Gilles Buna, deputy
mayor in charge of town plan-
ning and sustainable develop-
ment, instigated a new lighting
plan: “Lyon must continue its
pioneering role and be capable
of going further.” Studies were
produced by a working party
whose members are: Antoine
Bouchet, Jean-Pierre
Charbonneau, Frangois Brégnac

and Isabelle Févre. Their princi-
pal recommendations were: to
build on the original design for
lighting the city and take advan-
tage of major urban projects to
light Lyon differently. The new
thing about this approach was
that many of the future partici-
pants were involved in the dis-
cussions on these recommenda-
tions. Between March and June
2004, three discussion groups
were organised fo consider:

* the vision of the city and cre-

ative vision,

* development of techniques
and ecology of lighting,

* implementation of the lighting
plan.

Since then, the new lighting
project has been broken down
into seven topics:

1) Creating diverse atmos-
pheres

Redevelopment is in progress on
the banks of the Rhéne (2006),
where lighting heralds a new
future. Over a distance of five ®
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En 2003, Gilles Buna, Maire Adjoint chargé
de I'urbanisme et de 'aménagement durable
de Lyon, a été a l'origine d'un nouveau pro-
gramme d'éclairage : "Lyon doit continuer
dans son r6le de pionnier et doit pouvoir
aller encore plus loin". Un groupe de travail
comgose’ d'Antoine  Bouchet, Jean-Pierre
Charbonneau, Frangois Brégnac et Isabelle

)
Fevre a été chargé des études a l'origine des
recommandations principales suivantes :
développer la conception d'éclairage initiale
de la ville et profiter des grands projets
urbains pour mettre Lyon en lumiere de
manigre différente. Cette approche avait un
aspect nouveau en ce qu'un grand nombre
des futurs participants collaboraient aux dis-
cussions qui ont abouti a ces recommanda-
tions. Entre mars et juin 2004 trois groupes
de discussion ont eté mis en place pour
étudier : la vision de la ville et la grande idée
créative, le développement des techniques,
et I'écologie de I'éclairage et de la réalisation
du plan d'éclairage. Une filiere de formation
conduisant au diplome_~ “Electricien
d'Eclairage des Espaces en Plein-Air" a été
lancée en septembre 2004 en partenariat
avec I'AFE (Association frangaise de
I'Eclairage).
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® kilometres in the city centre,

Yves Adrien has designed a dif-
ferent, luminous atmosphere,
like ‘moonlight’. Other major
night-time landmarks are in
preparation: the high-rise build-
ings in Part-Dieu and La
Duchére, Hall 3000 in the Cité
Internationale (2006) by Renzo
Piano and the ‘Musée des
Confluences’ (2007) by Coop
Himmelb(l)au.

2) Emphasising city life and
activity in the neighbour-
hoods

As the city develops, so it is nec-

essary fo design area-specific
lighting plans. This will involve
three major urban projects,
including the Lyon-Confluence
site, an area set to undergo sig-
nificant development in the next
20 years. On a different scale,
experimental lighting projects
will largely target local neigh-
bourhoods. They will be con-
ducted over short periods in, for
example, the heart of the Vaise
district, or the Part-Dieu project
which will be further developed.
3) Adapting light to the
rhythms of city life
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To avoid producing fixed
images, the idea is to cross per-
manent operation with tempo-
rary events. “City lighting will
therefore be composed of a
basis together with one-off light-
ing effects. On the other hand,
day-to-day lighting levels will be
reduced,” according to the new
lighting plan.

4) Extending the creative
reach

It is a question of including new
modes of expression and calling
upon other creative individuals,
such as artists and designers, as

(left) The city library. Lighting design by Philippe Hutinet. Three large
format 1000W Cyclope projectors
(top) Lyon’s Urban Institute. Lighting design by Michel Paulet. Colour
changing from Philips Decoflood 400W projectors

(above) Nighttime simulation of the 2006 Lyon Confluence. Lighting
design by Speirs and Major Associates

with the Lyon Festival of Light.
Their involvement may be “slight
or sporadic, lively and chang-
ing: the aim is no longer to light
up the city completely, but to
design lighting in harmony with
time and space”. Among the
proposals, some interesting
ideas have emerged, such as
establishing an artistic depart-
ment within the City of Lyon and
launching a study into the fabri-
cation of a new line of street fur-
niture based on a combination
of aesthetic and technological
considerations. ®

b E uUu T s ¢ H
2003 initiierte der fur Stadteplanung und
nachhaltige Entwicklung zustdndige stel-
Ivertretende Birgermeister der Staat Gilles
Buna einen neuen Beleuchtungsplan: |, Lyon
muss die begonnene Pionierarbeit fortsetzen
und in der Lage sein, weiter voranzuschreit-
en.” Eine Arbeitsgrupge bestehend aus
Antoine Bouchet, Jean-Pierre Charbonneau,
Francois Brégnac und Isabelle Fevre legte
verschiedene  Studien  vor,  deren
Hauptvorschldge darin bestanden, ein origi-
nales Beleuchiungsdesign fir die Stadt zu
schaffen und Lyon im Rahmen wichtiger
stadtischer Projekte eine génzlich neue
Beleuchtung zu verleinen. Neu dabei war,
dass viele der spéter involvierten Personen
bereits an der Diskussion uber die
Vorschldge betelllgt waren. Zwischen Mérz
und  Juni 004  wurden  drei

Diskussionsgrugpen eingerichtet, die sich

mit folgenden Fragen befassten: Vision der

LStadt und kreative Vision, Entwicklung von

Techniken, — okologische — Aspekte der
Beleuchtung sowie die Implementierung des
Beleuchtungsplans.

Im SePtem er 2004 wurde zusammen mit
dem franzosischen Beleuchtungsverband
AFE (Association Francaise de I'Eclairage)
ein  Ausbildungsprogramm ins Leben
gerufen, an dessen Ende die Qualifikation
zum ,Beleuchtungstechniker fr
AuBenbereiche* steht.

I T A L I A N O
Un nuovo piano per I'illuminazione della citta
di Lione & stato lanciato nel 2003 da Gilles
Buna, vice sindaco e responsabile del piano
urbanistico e dello sviluppo sostenibile della
citta: "Lione deve continuare a rivestire un
ruolo all'avanguardia, cercando di con-
seguire allo stesso tempo nuovi obiettivi, ha
affermato Buna. Studi ad hoc sono stati con-
dotti da un gruppo di lavoro composto da
Antoine Bouchet, Jean-Pierre Charbonneau,
Frangois Brégnac e Isabelle Févre. Fra le

principali raccomandazioni scaturite dagli
studi: continuare a utilizzare il design origi-
nale per implementare una politica d’illumi-
nazione diversa della citta, integrandola nei
progetti urbanistici piti importanti. Un aspet-
to nuovo di gueslo approccio € stato il coin-
volgimento dei futuri partecipanti nella dis-
cussione di queste raccomandazioni. Fra
marzo. e.%iugno 2004, sono stati istituiti tre
gruppi di lavoro per discutere la visione della
citta e la visione creativa, lo sviluppo delle
tecniche e I'ecologia dell'illuminazione e
I'implementazione del piano d’illuminazione.
Nel settembre 2004, ¢ stato avviato un pro-
gramma di addestramento in collaborazione
con la AFE (Association Frangaise de
I'Eclairage), per il conseguimento della
qualifica di ‘elettricista specializzato nell’il-
luminazione degli spazi aperti’.

E S P A N O L
En 2003 Gilles Buna, teniente de alcalde, encarga-
do de urbanismo y del desarrollo sostenible,

impulsé un nuevo plan de iluminacion: “Lyon debew

conservar su papel pionero y ser capaz de ir mas
alla”. Un grupo de trabajo compuesto por Antoine
Bouchet, Jean-Pierre Charbonneau, Frangois
Brégnac e Isabelle Févre elabord los estudios. Sus
principales recomendaciones fueron: conservar el
disefio original de la iluminacion de la ciudad y
aprovechar los grandes proyectos urbanisticos para
iluminar Lyon de forma diferente. Lo novedoso de
este enfoque fue que muchos de los futuros partic-
ipantes tomaron parte en la discusion de estas
recomendaciones. Entre marzo y junio de 2004, se
organizaron tres grupos de debate para estudiar la
visién de la ciudad y la vision creativa, el desarrol-
lo de técnicas y la ecologia de la iluminacion, asi
como la implementacién del proyecto de ilumi-
nacion.

En septiembre de 2004 se puso en marcha un plan
de formacion en colaboracion con la AFE
(Association Francaise de I'Eclairage, Asociacion
Francesa de la lluminacion), que culminé con la
obtencion de la credencial de “Electricista de
lluminacion para Espacios Exteriores”.
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® 5) Reducing light pollution
Lyon has made numerous com-
mitments relating to sustainable
development, including partici-
pation in the European ‘Green
Light’ programme to reduce
energy consumption. The pro-
gramme includes the use of
more energy-efficient lighting
systems, the gradual installation
of lamps with better light quality
or superior efficiency, and the
use of LEDs. The city also
undertakes to recycle all dis-
carded lamps and light fittings.
Finally, it takes an innovative
approach to combating light
pollution in several sensitive
areas. This involves raising pub-
lic and private inferest groups’
awareness of where lighting
comes from and defining stan-
dard types of light coverage in

Lyon Confluence

Schimra day prinsipes de mise e bumsiern

order to optimise the size of
lighting installations.

6) Making room for experi-
mentation

In January 2005 Lyon launched
an initial project over a distance
of 200 metres in the Avenue
Foch. “The question is, how to
adapt urban lighting to the par-
ticular needs of partially sighted
people with greater or lesser
sensitivity to contrast and daz-
zle2” The study is being coordi-
nated over a six month period
by Ingelux Consultants in part-
nership with Marc Fontoynont
from I'ENTPE, EDF, the
University of Lyon and local
associations.

7) Bringing together urban
lighting expertise

The Lyon region has all the nec-
essary expertise relating fo fown

(above left and above) plans for the Lyon Confluence
(left) Underground carpark, Atelier Arche. Lighting design by
Pierre Philippe Garde. Simulation from Cobalt

lighting, from research, to mate-
rial production, to lighting
design. Hence the idea of estab-
lishing a European competence
centre along the lines of LUCI,
the Lighting Urban Community
International Association.

Lyon is developing various
means of enabling to bring
these seven topics to fruition,
one of which stands out, and
seeks to “improve the profes-
sionalism of participants”: In
September 2004, a training
scheme was initiated in partner-
ship with the AFE (Association
Francaise de I'Eclairage, French
Lighting Association), leading to
the qualification of ‘Outdoor
Spaces Lighting Electrician’. Set
up thanks to the joint efforts of
the regional president of the
AFE, Alain Van Der Ham, and
Antoine Bouchet, the aim is to
optimise the maintenance of
urban lighting installations, from
both the technical and arfistic
points of view. The setting up of
such a project with the French
Department of Education is
proof that Lyon sets a shining
example — and not just in its
lighting. @

* English and French versions of
this article are available on
mondo*arc’s website:
www.mondiale.co.uk/mondoarc
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Lumieres architecturales
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‘Lumieres architecturales en
France’ by Vincent Laganier, pub-
lished by Editions AS at 75 euro,
can be ordered on
www.as-editions.fr or email:
as.editions@wanadoo.fr



